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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0785 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, OAU, SS 

SUB J : OAU AND SPANISH SAHARA 

REF: LUSAKA 0340 ADDIS ABABA 0305 

ON HIS RETURN FROM OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE MEETING IN 
LUSAKA, OAU ASSISTANT SECGEN FOR POLTICAL AFFAIRS 
PETER ONU ADVISED EMB THAT OAU SPECIAL SUMMIT ON 
SPANISH SAHARA WAS NOW SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN ADDIS 
ABABA ON AS YET UNSPECIFIED DATE IN APRIL. OVER 25 
MEMBER COUNTRIES HAVE ALREADY AGREED TO ATTEND, AND 
MORE ACCEPTANCES ARE COMING IN EACH WEEK. ASKED WHAT 
MIGHT BE ACHIEVED AT OAU MEETING, ONU POINTED OUT 
THAT 29 COUNTRIES IN FAVOR OF POLISARIO POSITION HAD 
BEEN ONLY FOUR SHORT OF MAJORITY AT OAU MINISTERIAL 
AND SUMMIT IN MARITIUS LAST JUNE, AND THAT NUMBER 
HAD CERTAINLY NOT DECREASED IN MEANTIME. HE 
CAUTIOUSLY SPECULATED THAT SUMMIT COULD THEREFORE 
COME DOWN IN FAVOR OF PLEBISCITE TO DETERMINE 
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